After the loyal toasts, the Lord Mayor read the following letter which he had received from Mr. A. J.
Balfour:?
" 10, Downing Street. My dear Lord Mayor,?It is with very great regret that I find myself prevented from ?taking any part in the dinner over which you are to preside in aid of the funds of The London Hospital. The special work which that hospital has to do in connection with the East-end renders it a most deserving ?object of public benevolence, and it will certainly not be creditable to the richest city in the world if any serious difficulty is found in providing funds 
